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CAMBRIDGE -- Doctors did not know whether 20-year-old Michael J. Murphy would ever be able to go to court and take responsibility for a drunken driving crash that killed a Northboro teenager in the early hours of May 29, 2003, in Marlboro.

The accident, which killed 18-year-old Rhys A. Jenkins, left Mr. Murphy, the driver, with serious brain injuries that almost took his life too, Mr. Murphy's lawyer, Randy S. Chapman, said in Middlesex Superior Court yesterday.

Mr. Murphy of Marlboro was given last rites four times. He was in a coma for part of several weeks when his condition was most critical.

Being mindful of Mr. Murphy's medical condition and the wishes of Mr. Jenkins' parents, the state agreed to accept a guilty plea to misdemeanors. That means Mr. Murphy will not go to jail, although he was sentenced yesterday to 21/2 years of home confinement.

He had been charged with motor vehicle homicide and driving under the i! nfluence of alcohol causing serious bodily injury, both felonies. However, the state agreed to treat the elements of the two crimes in Mr. Murphy's case so the charges would be considered misdemeanors.

``We told the media that in our opinion incarcerating Mr. Murphy would compound our tragedy with another for Michael and for his family,'' the Jenkins family said in a victim impact statement. ``We still believe this, and if, as was reported, Michael suffered permanent injury from head trauma, then we believe that he has already been punished by a force far greater than the Commonwealth.''

The Jenkins family was not in court yesterday. Assistant District Attorney Michael Fabbri said the family did not appear because of the difficulties they were having with the situation.

Mr. Murphy, Mr. Jenkins and a group of people were drinking near a Marlboro reservoir the night of the accident, Mr. Fabbri said. Around 1 a.m., Mr. Murphy, driving Mr. Jenkins and a gro! up of friends from the area, wrapped his car around a utility pole on Robin Hill Road in Marlboro.

Mr. Jenkins, who was sitting directly behind Mr. Murphy, was killed instantly. He was to graduate from Algonquin Regional High School in two weeks. Mr. Murphy, a 2002 graduate of Marlboro High School, suffered brain injuries, including multiple skull fractures and brain swelling, court officials said yesterday.

Authorities said Mr. Murphy was driving in excess of 70 mph. When officials obtained Mr. Murphy's blood sample from the hospital, his blood alcohol level tested at .12 at the time he was admitted.

The accident left Mr. Murphy with little or no recollection of what happened that night or of his childhood, Mr. Chapman said. When asked by Judge Robert Bohn about his injuries and its effect, Mr. Murphy said, ``I'm never going to be the same way I ever was.''

Mr. Murphy was sentenced to 2 1/2 years in jail, but the sentence was suspended. He will be on probation for 10 years.

``He would not be able to survive ! incarceration,'' said Mr. Chapman, noting any future blow to the head would most likely kill his client. Mr. Murphy, a tall man who wore a black suit, shirt and tie, had a horseshoe-sized scar on his head.

Mr. Chapman said his client is not the same person he was. Mr. Murphy came out of his coma with the intelligence quotient of a 3-year-old and had to re-learn how to speak and eat.

``Obviously he will never be the same person,'' Mr. Chapman said, with Mr. Murphy's family and friends sitting in the courtroom. ``This is not the same man who committed this crime.''

For the first 2 1/2 years of probation, Mr. Murphy will be under house arrest and monitored by an electronic bracelet. He must remain at home 24 hours a day, every day, but may attend medical appointments, church on Sundays and must also attend school two days a week for no longer than six hours each day.

Mr. Murphy, a college student at the time of the crash, needs to have schooling, be! cause without it, his brain would lose its ability to function, Mr. Ch apman said. Mr. Murphy still requires a large amount of medical attention, he said.

After the house arrest period is over, Mr. Murphy must undergo substance evaluations from the Probation Department and participate in any treatment deemed necessary. He also cannot drive for 10 years and cannot drink during his probation.

Judge Bohn, at the advice of Suzanne N. Chapdelaine of Northboro, a passenger in Mr. Murphy's car, and Mr. Jenkins' parents, ordered Mr. Murphy to share his story with as many people, especially high school students while completing 400 hours of community service.

His story might help break the cycle of these types of tragedies happening, the judge said.

``Somebody has to start listening,'' Judge Bohn said.

``Such talks may make a difference, they may not,'' the Jenkins family wrote. ``But they would surely serve the community better than locking a young man away from the peers, peers that need to be told.''

Mr. Murp! hy was not a close friend of Mr. Jenkins, said his family. They described their son as a talented musician and artist who was to attend the School of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston in September 2003.

More than 1,000 people attended Mr. Jenkins' wake, the family said in the statement. At the wake, Mr. Murphy's mother gave the Jenkins family a note that said her son is ``not a monster.''

``We think of our son all of the time, and we smile at memories and cry for all the memories that will never be made,'' the Jenkins family said. ``There can be no greater tragedy than to lose a child just as they pass into adulthood and shake the bonds of being children.''
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